
 *Life Doesn't Frighten Me* 

By Maya Angelou

Shadows on the wall

Noises down the hall

Life doesn't frighten me at all

Bad dogs barking loud

Big ghosts in a cloud

Life doesn't frighten me at all

Mean old Mother Goose

Lions on the loose

They don't frighten me at all

Dragons breathing flame

On my counterpane

That doesn't frighten me at all.

I go boo

Make them shoo

I make fun

Way they run

I won't cry

So they fly

I just smile

They go wild

Life doesn't frighten me at all.

Tough guys fight

All alone at night

Life doesn't frighten me at all.

Panthers in the park

Strangers in the dark

No, they don't frighten me at all.

That new classroom where

Boys all pull my hair

They don't frighten me at all.

Don't show me frogs and snakes

And listen for my scream,

If I'm afraid at all

It's only in my dreams.

I've got a magic charm

That I keep up my sleeve

I can walk the ocean floor

And never have to breathe.

Life doesn't frighten me at all

Not at all

Not at all.

Life doesn't frighten me at all.

: Questions:

1. What is the title of the poem?

2.How many stanzas does this poem have?

3 What is the poem talking about?

4 . Who is the poet/ poetess?

5. What do you admire about the speaker?

6. What challenges are you facing during the lockdown?

b. How have you been able to overcome them?

7.What lessons do you pick from this poem.?

8.Write a poem entitled “Covid”
PRE- ACTIVITY

-Share with us how you felt the first day you reported in secondary school.( were you bullied and teased, did you fear that you would not make good friends?, scared that you would not be able to handle the so many subjects at this level…)

 -List three things you fear in life (sickness, death, rejection, failure, losing a lovely one, lacking the basics of life , dropping out of school…)

-Are there things you do not fear, but are feared by other people?(height, lifts, water…)

-What fears is Covid 19 causing to you? ( the uncertainty of not knowing when our studies will stabilize, not sure about tomorrow.)

· What gives you hope and courage amidst this lockdown/ uncertain circumstances?
( having a strong belief in God that this will come to pass, nothing lasts forever, there are other challenges we have experienced in life and they are no more. We were able to surmount / overcome them/ having courage amidst what threatens and worries us, prayer)

         THE POEM: *Life Doesn’t Frighten me At All*

                The poem deals with two things that we cannot see; fear and courage. The speaker mentions the things that would cause fear to most of us, shadows, noises, bad dogs barking, big ghosts in the cloud, lions on the loose, dragons breathing flame, tough boys, teasing in school, panthers in the park, strangers in the park, frogs and snakes, water; represented by ‘ I can walk the ocean floor…”, but do not scare her at all. She seems to have a strong immunity towards all these things that would scare her. She says, “ I have got a magic charm, that I keep up my sleeve…” She has enough courage and strength to face the various threats to her life.

                The lions, barking dogs, snakes, frogs, the ocean etcetera that the speaker talks about stand in for the various challenges, threats, problems and fears that life throws at us. They could be; sickness, death, rejection, uncertainities   in life, diseases ( covid,  among others. The writer doesn’t fear them and instead makes fun of them.  She masters courage to face life’s challenges and problems. She shoos and boos them simply because she despises them, and feels they cannot have any impact on him.
                     She repeats the line;    “ Life does not frighten me at all” several times because the she is encouraging us not to fear anything .The speaker is inspiring courage within us that no matter the situation, nothing should worry, threaten or even scare us. She thus encourages us to master courage, be fearless and face challenges squarely. Fear is therefore an emotional and unreasonable aspect of human life that is why she can only fear in a dream.
      We  admire the speaker for her; courage, fearlessness, strength, assertiveness and the inspirational message she gives to us. She encourages us to push on hopefully amidst the various challenges we face in life.

Lessons: 

Barking dogs seldom bite.

A deep sea can be crossed.

There is always light at the end of every tunnel

       Amidst an alarming, threatening, uncertain situation, we can overcome. Sometimes the fears we have are mere shadows, empty and full of nothing. We should therefore fear not for the Lord our God is in total control. 
    Tr. Namayanja Josephine ( English/Literature)  SENIOR ONE.


