I Love You My Gentle One
I love you, my gentle one;

My love is the fresh milk in the rubindi

Which you drank on the wedding day;

My love is the butter we were smeared with

To seal fidelity into our hearts.

You are the cattle-bird’s egg,

For those who saw you are wealthy;

You are the papyrus reed of the lake,

Which they pull out with both hands.

And I sing for you with tears

Because you possess my heart:

I love you, my gentle one.
                                          Ralph  Bitamazire.
 Questions:

        1.      Identify the speaker(persona) in the poem.
 2.      What is the message in the poem?
 3.      Identify any similes and metaphors used in the poem.
 4.      Do you think that the speaker is in love? Illustrate your answer from the poem.
 5.      How many stanzas does the poem have?
 6.      Who is the poet?

                          7.      What feelings are aroused in you?
 Activity

               Write a poem of not more than three stanzas about your mother or father or any of your guardians. Use some similes and metaphors.

I Love You My Gentle One

             It is an African poem by Ralph Bitamazire. He uses metaphors to clearly bring out the message of true love, traditional marriage and commitment to the vows of marriage. The speaker(persona) likens his love to fresh milk in ‘Rubindi’ a vessel used in Africa to store milk.

                 “I love you my gentle one; my love is the fresh milk which we drank on the wedding day”

Comparing his love to fresh milk in the rubindi shows that the speaker still adores his lover like he did the first time he saw her, nothing has changed.

             “My love is the butter we were smeared with to seal fidelity into our hearts.”

 The speaker reminds his love of their wedding day, of the vows they took to keep them together and not to allow other affairs to tamper with the love they have.

       “You are the cattle-bird’s egg, for those who saw you are wealthy. 

          You are the papyrus reed of the lake which they pull with both hands.”

Here the speaker compares his lover to the bird’s egg and the papyrus reed, meaning that she is so rare and a beauty to behold.  The speaker concludes by confessing and professing his undying love to his lover. 
          The speaker is happy and sings for his lover with happy tears. The poem arouses a feeling of admiration towards the speaker because of the genuine love he has for his lover.  
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